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since abandoned in favor of duplex scanning. Very little 
mention is made of the economic issues associated with 
vascular assess and access trategies, a significant omission 
in the current area of managed care. 
Throughout the text, special considerations required 
for pediatric long-term venous access are noted and 
discussed. This emphasis will certainly prove useful to the 
surgeon whose practice does not frequently involve the care 
of children. Despite this consideration, the exceptions 
previously noted, and with more than 200 references cited, 
as a surgeon whose practice involves a modest amount of 
access urgery, I did not find this text particularly useful or 
enlightening. 
In summary, this book may be better suited to the 
oncologist who is less familiar with the many complex 
issues associated with long-term venous access in these 
frequently difficult patients. Medical students and residents 
also may appreciate a central reference on the subject. At 
$55, the book is reasonably priced considering the breadth 
of the topic and the number of references cited. 
Ronald L. Dalman, MD 
Stanford University Medical Center 
Stanford, Calif. 
Vascular surgery: Basic science and clinical correlations 
Rodney A. White, Larry Hollier, Philadelphia, ]994, 
JB Lippincott, 657 pages, $99. 
As aH regular eaders of this book review section can 
attest, no shortage of vascular surgery or vascular medicine 
textbooks exists. The wide availability of textbooks in this 
area reflects the rapid evolution of knowledge concerning 
fundamental mechanisms causing vascular disease as well as 
the development of innovative noninvasive diagnostic 
modalities and therapeutic devices. Vascular Surgery, Basic 
Science and Clinical Correlations is edited by two experi- 
enced vascular surgeons who have coordinated the contri- 
butions of 78 authors into a moderate-sized textbook with 
the objective of providing a review of new basic science of 
the mechanisms of vascular disease, to correlate this new 
knowledge with the treatment of clinical disease, as well as 
to review new noninvasive diagnostic modalities and 
therapeutic devices. 
This textbook is divided into seven parts comprised of 
a basic science of vascular disease, vascular pathology and 
physiology, noninvasive vascular diagnostics, invasive vas- 
cular diagnostics, medical management, perioperative 
monitoring and management, and, finally, statistics for 
vascular surgeons. The unique aspect of this textbook is its 
strong emphasis on molecular biology and pathophysiol- 
ogy. In most chapters, in keeping with the editors' focus, 
there is minimal reference to traditional diagnostic and 
treatment modalities or outcome data. In this regard the 
sections on basic science of vascular disorders and vascular 
pathology and physiology set this textbook apart from the 
other texts on vascular surgery. The basic science section is 
comprised of a number of excellent contributions. The 
chapter on embryology and development of the vascular 
system is a well-written and comprehensive d scription of 
the development of the arterial, venous, and lymphatic 
systems. In addition, this chapter succinctly covers the 
developmental nomalies encountered in each of the 
vascular systems. The illustrations are superb. Also within 
this section is a relatively short chapter, entitled "Molecular 
biology," that provides a clear definition of some of the 
fundamental terms and techniques of molecular biology. 
The quality of this and other chapters in this section makes 
one wish for a fuller treatment of these topics. The chapter 
on wound healing is a thorough overview of the response 
of the vessel wall to injury and is well complemented by 
other chapters, such as that on intimal hyperplasia and the 
molecular basis of atherosclerosis. The sections on vascular 
pathology and physiology as well as those on diagnostic 
studies display heavy emphasis on new knowledge in these 
areas and fill gaps found in standard textbooks. 
The strengths of this new textbook are that it incorpo- 
rates much of the new knowledge concerning the molecular 
basis for vascular disease and integrates this knowledge 
with our current understanding of pathophysiology with- 
out repeating much of the information found in standard 
textbooks. In addition, the sections on vascular diagnostic 
studies is comprehensive and quite up-to-date, including 
the newest echniques of magnetic resonance angiography. 
Predictably there are also some weaknesses, including oddi- 
ties in organization. For example, the section on intimal 
hyperplasia is grouped with chapters on entrapment syn- 
drome and thoracic outlet syndrome. There is no apparent 
thematic organization to some of the sections. Occasional 
chapters deviate from emphasis on the correlation of basic 
science to vascular disorders and emphasize only conven- 
tional diagnosis and treatment and thus are quite repeti- 
tious of information found in standard texts of vascular 
surgery. There is some lack of balance in emphasis, with 
unusual clinical problems uch as ergotism receiving afuller 
treatment than the molecular aspects of atherosderosis. 
On balance, I found the chapters generally well written 
and informative, and they contained considerable informa- 
tion not found in standard texts. The illustrations are 
consistently well done. This text fulfills an important role in 
providing a succinct and clear review of most current 
knowledge of the basic science underlying vascular disor- 
ders, as well as an informative review of newer noninvasive 
diagnostic and catheter-based treatment modalities. This 
very moderately priced textbook is recommended to both 
clinicians and scientists interested in vascular biology and 
vascular disease. 
Louis M. Messina, MD 
University of California, San Francisco 
San Francisco, Calif. 
Percutaneous revascularization techniques 
M. Maynar-Molliner, et al., eds., New York, 1993, 
Thieme Medical Publishers, 338 pages, $139. 
Percutaneous Revascularization Techniques is a timely 
and important addition to the field of minimally invasive 
vascular intervention. It provides a thorough, concise, and 
well-organized view of each area of development in 
catheter-based vascular therapy, including thoughtful dis- 
cussions of the limitations of each technology. More 
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importantly, each chapter often includes a defined section 
for reviewing the complications and side effects of each 
technology, which is essential in assessing new treatments. 
Rather than launching directly into each area of 
advanced technology, this volume begins with an in-depth 
discussion of the basics of individual technologies that form 
the backbone of conventionally used catheter- and guide 
wire-based vascular devices. These chapters are unique in 
their clarity, presenting a full understanding of how each 
individual device works. From the anatomy of simple and 
complicated guide wires to the construction of mechani- 
cally driven atherectomy devices, the concepts are easy to 
understand and well illustrated. Another valuable asset of 
this text is its integrated approach to the biology and 
biochemistry of the vascular system and the impact o f  
various interventional devices and procedures on funda- 
mental processes. 
Typical chapters range from three to five pages, which 
permits a brief overview of many individual topics within 
the field, and allows the reader to obtain a very general 
knowledge of each topic. One drawback of this text that 
concerns me is the relative lack of standardized reporting of 
the results of the different interventional procedures. 
Although mention is frequently made to "clinical trials," 
the exact construction of such trials and their methods for 
patient follow-up are not discussed. This uncertainty makes 
it impossible to compare one interventional modality 
against another, and frequently it is not clear whether a 
particular technique is clinically useful. 
In summary, this is a useful book that reviews the 
development and use of various catheter-based interven- 
tional vascular technologies inconcise, well-organized, and 
nicely illustrated chapters. It represents a starting point for 
those interested in developing an understanding of inter- 
ventional techniques, and it will be useful to the practicing 
vascular surgeon. Unfortunately, the clinical experience 
with these devices was not compared with the clinical 
experience reported in the literature. 
Michael L. Marin, MD 
Montefiore Medical Center 
New York, N.Y. 
Medical malpractice: A physician's guide 
Thom E. Lobe, New York, 1995, McGraw Hill, 394 
pages, $34.95. 
Surgeons have one of the highest rate of malpractice 
lawsuits, with approximately 15 cases filed each year per 
100 surgeons. One cannot reasonably expect to have a 
surgical career without he prospect of frequent malpractice 
lawsuits with its financial impact and psychological trauma. 
Despite this prevalence, most surgeons have little experi- 
ence with the legal process in malpractice cases. Dr. 
Thomas Lobe, a pediatric surgeon with a law degree, has 
attempted to correct his deficit with an easy-to-read book 
on medical malpractice. 
The book covers all aspects of the legal process in a 
malpractic e case as it unfolds chronologically. From the 
initial notice of the lawsuit, to the discovery process, 
settlement issues, and finally the trial, the author explains to 
the reader the legal process in a simple style with little legal 
jargon and few case references. He attempts to make the 
physician comfortable with the complicated world of law. 
Other chapters deal with pertinent issues such as malprac- 
tice insurance, physician role as an expert witness, tips on 
how to testify in court, and the psychology of patients, 
plaintiff attorneys, defense attorneys, and the defendant. 
Finally, the author gives advice on avoidance of lawsuits, 
and even discusses the new world of managed care and its 
effects on medical liability. My only criticism is the frequent 
attempt by the author to act as a cheerleader to sued 
physicians as they go through the psychological trauma of 
the malpractice case. This part is somewhat overdone but
is not a major criticism of the book. 
The author accomplishes what he has set out to do. It 
is an easy to read book that familiarizes the reader with the 
world of malpractice liability. The physician can read this 
book cover to cover and profit from it or read sections as 
necessary with the book acting as a reference. 
I enjoyed this publication and recommend it to the 
readership of the JOURNAL oF VASCULAr. SURGERY. 
Joseph Giordano, MD 
George Washington University 
Washington, D.C. 
Surgical anatomy and technique 
John E. Skandalakis, Panajiotis Skandalakis, Lee John 
Skandalakis, Springer-Verlag, New York, 1995, 674 
pages, $32. 
Those of us who occasionally carry large surgical atlases 
in our briefcase for the last-minute review of a less 
frequently performed operation will praise the intent of the 
authors to come up with a practical solution. This 
small-format, paperback book is written by three experts, 
John, Panajiotis, and Lee John Skandalakis, from the 
Centers for Surgical Anatomy and Technique of Emory 
University School of Medicine. The pocket manual is 
intended to provide an easily available source for a quick 
review of the anatomy and surgical technique just before 
entering the operating room. 
The 19 sections cover the authors' extensive xperience 
and represent their surgical practice. Each section is 
devoted either to an organ (esophagus, tomach, duode- 
num, pancreas, small intestine, appendix, colon and an- 
orectum, liver, spleen, or adrenal glands), an anatomic area 
(scalp, nail, neck, breast, abdominal wall, or carpal tunnel), 
or a specific surgical problem (hernias, varicose veins). The 
last chapter, which gives a brief overview of the most 
frequently used laparoscopic procedures, i  written with the 
help of two additional authors, John Hunter and William 
Laycock, also from the authors' institution. 
The organization of each chapter is similar and easy to 
follow, with each divided into one section on anatomy and 
one on surgical technique. The sections on anatomy are 
traditional, discussing eneral, surgical, and topographic 
anatomy of the organ first, followed by a description of 
arterial supply, venous, and lymphatic drainage and inner- 
ration. Concise discussion of the anatomy is accompanied 
by excellent illustrations, with many taken from the 
